
§ 4731.15 Regulation of limited branches of medicine; certificates. 

(A)(1)  The state medical board also shall regulate the following limited 
branches of medicine: massage therapy and cosmetic therapy, and to the 
extent specified in section 4731.151 of the Revised Code, naprapathy and 
mechanotherapy. The board shall adopt rules governing the limited branches of 
medicine under its jurisdiction. The rules shall be adopted in accordance with 
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 

(2)    As used in this chapter, "cosmetic therapy" means the permanent removal 
of hair from the human body through the use of electric modalities approved by 
the board for use in cosmetic therapy, and additionally may include the 
systematic friction, stroking, slapping, and kneading or tapping of the face, 
neck, scalp, or shoulders. 

(B)     All persons who hold a certificate to practice a limited branch of medicine 
issued by the state medical board, whether residents of this state or not, shall 
on or before the first day of June of each odd-numbered year, register with the 
state medical board on a form prescribed by the board and shall pay at such 
time a biennial registration fee of fifty dollars. At least one month in advance of 
the date of registration, a written notice that the biennial registration fee is due 
on or before the first day of June shall be sent to each holder of a certificate to 
practice a limited branch of medicine, at the person's last known address. All 
persons who hold a certificate to practice a limited branch of medicine issued by 
the state medical board shall provide the board written notice of any change of 
address. 

        A certificate to practice a limited branch of medicine shall be automatically 
suspended if the fee is not paid by the first day of September of the year it is 
due. Continued practice after the suspension of the certificate to practice shall 
be considered as practicing in violation of sections 4731.34 and 4731.41 of the 
Revised Code. Subject to section 4731.222 of the Revised Code, the board 
shall reinstate a certificate to practice suspended for failure to register on an 
applicant's payment of the biennial registration fee and the applicable monetary 
penalty. With regard to reinstatement of a certificate to practice cosmetic 
therapy, the applicant also shall submit with the application a certification that 
the number of hours of continuing education necessary to have a suspended 
certificate reinstated have been completed, as specified in rules the board shall 
adopt in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. The penalty for 
reinstatement shall be twenty-five dollars if the certificate has been suspended 
for two years or less and fifty dollars if the certificate has been suspended for 
more than two years. 

Effective 3-9-99. 

 



§ 4731.16 Examinations. 

The state medical board shall conduct examinations of applicants for 
certification to practice the limited branches of medicine of massage therapy 
and cosmetic therapy. The examinations shall be conducted under rules 
adopted by the board and at such times and places as the board may 
determine. The fee for either examination is two hundred fifty dollars. 

For the purpose of conducting examinations, the board may call to its aid any 
person of established reputation and known ability in the limited branch of 
medicine for which the examination is being held. A person called to assist in an 
examination shall be reimbursed for the person's services. Reimbursement 
shall be not more than one hundred dollars per day and an amount fixed and 
allowed by the board for the person's actual and necessary expenses. 

Each examination shall be given in anatomy, physiology, chemistry, 
bacteriology, pathology, hygiene, diagnosis, and any other subjects appropriate 
to the limited branch of medicine for which certification is requested as the 
board may require, except that applicants for certificates to practice massage 
therapy shall not be examined in pathology. 

If an applicant fails an examination more than twice, in whole or in part, the 
board may require that the applicant obtain additional training as a condition of 
being eligible for further examination. 

Effective 3-9-99. 

 



§ 4731.19 Board to determine standing of school, college or institution; 
requirements for admission to examination. 

The state medical board shall determine the standing of the schools, colleges, 
or institutions giving instruction in the limited branches of medicine of massage 
therapy and cosmetic therapy. If there shall at any time be such schools, 
colleges, or institutions giving instruction in such limited branches, the applicant 
for a certificate to practice a limited branch of medicine shall, as a condition of 
admission to the examination, produce a diploma or certificate from a school, 
college, or institution in good standing as determined by the board, showing the 
completion of the required courses of instruction. 

The entrance examiner of the board shall determine the sufficiency of the 
preliminary education of applicants for a certificate to practice massage therapy 
or cosmetic therapy in the same manner that sufficiency of preliminary 
education is determined under section 4731.09 of the Revised Code, except 
that the board may adopt rules defining and establishing for the limited branch 
of medicine preliminary educational requirements that are less exacting than 
those prescribed by such section, as the nature of the case may require. 

Effective 3-9-99. 

 



§ 4731.155 Continuing cosmetic therapy education. 

(A)    Each person holding a certificate to practice cosmetic therapy within this 
state shall complete biennially not less than twenty-five hours of continuing 
cosmetic therapy education. 

        Cosmetic therapists shall earn continuing education credits at the rate of 
one-half credit hour for each twenty-five to thirty minutes of instruction and one 
credit hour for each fifty to sixty minutes of instruction. 

(B)   Only continuing education approved by the state medical board may be 
used to fulfill the requirements of division (A) of this section. 

(C)    Each certified cosmetic therapist shall submit to the board at the time of 
biennial registration pursuant to section 4731.15 of the Revised Code a sworn 
affidavit, in a form acceptable to the board, attesting that he has completed 
continuing education programs in compliance with this section and listing the 
date, location, sponsor, subject matter, and hours completed of the programs. 

(D)   The board shall adopt rules providing for pro rata reductions by month of 
hours of continuing education required by this section for persons who first 
receive a certificate during a registration period. 

        The board may excuse a cosmetic therapist from all or any part of the 
requirements of this section because of an unusual circumstance, emergency, 
or special hardship. 

(E)    Failure to comply with the requirements of this section constitutes a failure 
to renew registration pursuant to section 4731.15 of the Revised Code.      

Effective 3-2-92. 
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